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are eMdently directed against an opinion held Ly certain theologians, such as Muhammad Ibu Yahya, ^he-
declared that whoever pretends the Koran to be created -s an infidel; and ii-hoew r pretends that the pronun-
ciation of the Koran is cremed, is also an infidel. Al-Bukhan taught that the pronunciation of the Koran
(meaning its utterance by the organs of speech) is created, because, said he, it is an act of God's creature, and
such acts are created (not eternal}. In a \vork ad\ocatmg the Asharite principle of q-hlng a figurative inter-
pretation to such passages of the Koran as would lead to anthropomorphism if taken literally, the author,
Muhammad Ihn Muhammad Ibn al-Muallim, has a long dissertation on the iciregoing question. His work :*,
entitled ISajm al~Mubtadi wa Rojm al-Motadi. See MS. of the Bibhotheqw imperial, Supplement, No. 200.
It may be here observed that this MS. has been corrected by the author. The question :>f the j-ro
of the Koran is. technically called mastla tal-lafz.

KUTB AD-DIN AN-NAISAPURL

Abu '1-Maali Masud Ibn Muhammad Ibn Masud Ibn Tahir an-Naisdpuri at-Turai-
thithi, a doctor of the Shaft te sect and surnamed Kutb ad-Din (axis of religion],
studied jurisprudence at Naisapur and at Marw, under the first masters in these
cities.    He learned Traditions from a number of teachers and met with the ust&d
[master] Abu Nasr al-Kushairi (vol. IL p. 154).   He gave lessons in the Nizdiniyct,
college of Nais&pur as the substitute of Abu '1-Madli '1-Juwaini [vol. IL p. 120); he
had studied the Koran and polite literature under his [own] father.   Having visited
Baghdad, he delivered pious exhortations there, and discussed, with great ability,
various questions (of jurisprudence].   In the year 540 (A. D, 1145-6), he went to
Damascus and preached there with great effect; he taught also in the Mujdhidiya
college, and afterwards, in the western corner (1) of the great mosque, on the death
of the doctor Abu l~Fath Nasr Allah al-Missisi (2).   The h&jis Ibn Asakir (vol. IL
p. 252) mentions him in the History of Damascus.    Having then proceeded to
Aleppo, Kutb ad-Din professed for some time in the two colleges founded there by
Nur ad-Din Mahmud (p. 338 of this vol.) and Asad ad-Din Shirkuh (t?oi. I. p. 626).
He subsequently went to profess at Hamadan, whence he returned to Damascus and
resumed his lessons in the Western Corner,    He delivered Traditions also and became
president of the Shafite community.   He was conspicuous for learning, virtue, and